
Car design icons from Stuttgart
What defines an iconic design? For me, this is a design that has stood the test of
time and has become more desirable over the years.

We all know that Stuttgart is world-renowned for
building automobiles, with the brands Mercedes-
Benz und Porsche calling the Swabian city their
home. Especially the Mercedes-Benz brand has
produced a range of engineering innovations that
helped the city of Stuttgart get to it’s wealth. Today,
almost 200.000 people around Stuttgart live from
the car industry. But we shouldn’t neglect the fact that Stuttgart is the place of birth of
some of the most iconic car designs. The city clearly justifies a place amongst the top
European design cities.

The german automobile design is characterized by evolving design over a number of
model cycles rather than a completely new design for each one of them. This sets it
apart from many other car manufacturers. The most well-known example of this is the
VW Golf, of which the initial design has been updated over 8 generations whilst
maintaining design elements that make it immediately recognizable as a Golf.

Which brings us to arguably the most iconic automobile design ever, the Volkswagen
Type 1 better known as the Beetle. But VW means Wolfsburg doesn’t it?

Here, in Stuttgart-Killesberg, standing in front of
Feuerbacherweg 48-50, is the residence of Ferdinand
Porsche. He lived here from 1923 until his death in 1951.
During the 1930s he was charged with creating the
„people’s car“ by Adolf Hitler. The result is what we know
as the VW-Beetle. The Beetle was produced over 21
Million times from 1938 to 2003, holding the record as both the most and longest
produced vehicle ever.

In 1936 Ferdinand Porsche designed the first three
prototypes of the VW Beetle in his garage, which he
turned into a workshop.

During WWII, the ‘Volkswagen’ was a military-like
looking car, which was only made for the german
population. Only after the end of World War 2, VW

The Volkswagen (people’s car), made in Stuttgart



The Beginnings of Porsche

Back to Untertürkheim
Our look at iconic automobile designs made in Stuttgart would not be complete if we
didn’t come back to Untertürkheim, the headquarters of Mercedes-Benz. The
company is famous for its engineering feats, but what about design? Are there any
models that deserve the label iconic?

A great place to look would be the Mercedes-Benz Museum.

There you will find the entire automobile
history that Mercedes-Benz has to offer.
From the first ever car in 1886 to the
technology of the future, the Mercedes-Benz
Museum has over 1.500 Exhibits.

The building itself is a landmark of Stuttgart
and definitely worth a visit.

As already mentioned, Ferdinand Porsche, the founder of the Porsche Company
lived in Stuttgart from 1923 to 1951. Here he designed the Porsche 356, the
predecessor of the Porsche 911, which made Porsche the world renowned car
company it is today. The 911 was first sold in 1963 and is still manufactured until
today. In these early models the signature of Ferdinand Porsche could be seen quite
clearly due to their similarities to the VW-Beetle he designed at an earlier date. The
Porsche 356 and the Porsche 911 as well as
many other iconic Porsche cars can be found in
the Porsche Museum in Zuffenhausen. The
Museum also offer workshops and has a lot of
different activities for kids and the whole family.
All of this makes it perfect for a day trip to the
history of Porsche.

Porsche Museum,
Porscheplatz 1, 70435 Stuttgart



Iconic Mercedes Cars

If one of the defining elements of iconic design is longevity, then the G-Class would
immediately come to mind. Launched in 1979, it is still built today.

The 600 Pullman from the 60s is iconic in a different way. When appearing on the
world-stage, the most important statesmen were chauffeured in this vehicle, designed
in Stuttgart. If they had a big enough garage, some of them even chose to own one,
as was the case with the pop icon, Elvis Presley.

A number of mainstream models from the middle of the last century are amongst the
most popular cars on today’s old-timer market, like the Pontoon, or Tail-fin models.

But the rarest and most expensive Mercedes ever built is the Mercedes-Benz 300 SL
Gullwing, which owes its name to its upwards opening doors. Released in 1954, it
was the fastest production car of the day. Just 1400 were ever built, and in 2018 one
was bought for over 3 million euros.

Mercedes-Benz G-Class

Mercedes-Benz 600 Pullman
Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Gullwing


